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FROM THE PRESIDENT        JOYCE SPIELER 

Northern Virginia Carvers  

President’s Letter  
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL! 
 

Even though I have started my presidency in 2023, I feel progressing forward in the new year of 2024 gives 
me a good feeling. I do not believe in New Year’s Resolutions. Shocking you say… I feel every day is a 
good day to move forward, improve, learn something new, be healthier, get fitter, be kinder to one another 
and do something positive in your life. That philosophy takes some pressure off the big first day of the new 
year. You can also use other New Year’s celebration in other cultures or calendars for a new beginning. We 
get one more day this year since it is a leap year. Happy for those born on Feb 29th this year. 
I invite everyone to send me an e-mail, text or write a note of any suggestion for moving the club forward. 
Please read the draft of the last club meeting agenda. This was a listing of subjects to discuss. I missed hav-
ing enough club members to have many votes. Being represented at the club meetings is very important.  
The next club business meeting will be January 29, 2024. LOCATION CHANGE: Packard Center, 4022 
Hummer Road, Annandale, VA 22003 so we can incorporate our meeting and tool sale as well. 6:30 pm to 
9:00 pm. 
 

There will be votes on club patches and dues amount along with other club necessities. Remember there are 
multiple ways of being counted on for votes if you can not attend personally.  
Let me know if you need assistance. 
 

Just a thought – the newsletter is a great way to communicate with the club members. Articles are welcome. 
Send to moonbeam4mj-carver@yahoo.com. 
Thanks, 
Happy New Year to All! 

http://www.NorthernVirginiaCarvers.org
mailto:moonbeam4mj-carver@yahoo.com
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Spreading Christmas Cheer 
Shared By BJ  

BJ has sent me  this great  picture of a carving group that meets in Arlington. These carvers are the Arling-
ton County 55+ Senior Woodcarving group. The people participating in the Moravian star wood carving 
project are from left to right: Debbie, Vic, Bonny, Bob. The guys did the carving and the ladies sanded. Vic 
cut the blanks. BJ is still working on her star. We look forward to seeing more next Christmas.  

 

 

Moravian star 
 

A Moravian star is an illuminated Advent, Christmas, or Epiphany decoration representing the Star of 
Bethlehem. The Moravian star is popular in Germany and in places in Europe and America where there are 
Moravian Christian congregations, notably the Lebanon and Lehigh Valleys of Pennsylvania and the area 
surrounding Winston-Salem, North Carolina. The stars take their English name from the Moravian Church, 
originating in Moravia. In Germany, they are known as Herrnhut stars, named after the Moravian Mother 
Community in Saxony, Germany, where they were first commercially produced. Wikipedia 

Continued from pages 3 & 4 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moravian_star
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moravian_star
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moravian_star
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Christmas Party 2023 
 

Th anks to all that made this party a success. 
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Carving to Share 

By Joyce Spieler 

I am happy to share this beautiful worry bird carving. Alex worked very hard with this project. This is a 
carving started at an open Colvin Mill Run afternoon. I am not sure what is the wood type. But, it took 
some alcohol and water spray to soften the wood. To finish the bird some power carving was needed. 
Very creative attempt to get this carving in to shape. Hopefully this bird will not fly south for the win-
ter. 
I would love to share more carving photos. Send your photo creations to : 

Conewago Carving Seminar 2024 Schedule 

 

I will be attending Relief Carving May10-12, 2024 and Beginning Chip Carving on June 22. Is anyone 
interested in driving up with me ? It is approximately 2 hour drive. 

Joyce 
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Some recent commission carvings by our chain 
saw carver Wayne Simmons 
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NORTHERN VIRGINIA CARVERS 

RENEWAL  
FOR JAN-DEC 2024  

 

Name___________________________ 

Address: 
________________________________ 

 

________________________________ 

 

________________________________ 

 

Home Phone_____________________ 

 

Cell Phone_______________________ 

 

Receive Newsletter by E-Mail?   
 

 Yes______ No_______ 

 

E-Mail___________________________ 

 

Membership Fees Per Year: 
 

Single $25.00  
Family: $25.00 + $5.00 

each additional member 
 

Additional members names: 
________________________________ 

 

________________________________ 

 

Suggestions for Programs or Classes 

________________________________ 

 

________________________________ 

 

________________________________ 

 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO NVC 
AND MAIL TO: 
  

Robert Simoniz, Membership  

NORTHERN  VIRGINIA  CARVERS 

6819 Rock Creek Court 

Alexandria, VA 22306 

TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP  
FOR 2024 

Membership in the Northern Virginia Carvers runs 
from January to December.  Please mail your dues, 
which are $25.00 for a single membership and $5.00 
for each additional family member along with the 
filled out renewal form, to Robert Simoniz, Member-
ship Chairman,  6819 Rock Creek Court, Alexandria, 
VA 22306.  Make check payable to NVC. 
 

 

If you have changed your email, please let us know.  If 
you used to get the newsletter by email, but recently 
have received mailed copies, then something is wrong 
with the email address we have on file for you, and 
your email copy bounced back.  Please contact Bob 
Simoniz at  rsim2193@veriizon.net, so he can correct 
the database. 

mailto:rsim2193@veriizon.net
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DEADLINE FOR FEB. NEWSLETTER ARTICLES:  WEDNESDAY JANUARY 31 

DIRECTIONS: 

American Legion Post 176 (carving classes)— 6520 Amherst Avenue, Springfield, Virginia 22150.  From Springfield 
driving East on Old Keene Mill Road to Springfield Blvd. just past Veterans Bridge, turn right and proceed to the Post 
parking lot on the right.  From Springfield driving West on Franconia Road, passing under I-95 to Bland Street just 
past Shoney's Restaurant, turn right onto Bland Street and proceed to Amherst Avenue. Turn right onto Amherst Avenue 
and proceed over Veterans bridge. The Post is on the right, before Kay Jennings Toyota at the foot of the bridge. 

Packard Center — 4022 Hummer Road, Annandale, VA 22003.  From I-495 take Little River Turnpike East and turn left 
at the first light onto Hummer Road.  Just past the small shopping area less than 1/4 mi on the left will be signs for the 
center.  Turn left into the drive and bear right when it forks.  The evening entrance for meetings is on the side of the 
building on the parking lot side. The meeting area is in the conference room in the basement.   

NVC Contacts 

President Joyce Spieler Chairs General Meetings and Board Meetings Moonbeam4mj-carver@yahoo.com 703-915-3239 

Vice-President Mark Tranchemontagne Vice Chair of General Meetings and Board Meetings  mgtranch@yahoo.com 703-531-9912 

Treasurer Kristen Gaulin Manages Finances kgaulin1983@gmail.com 813-526-1851 

Secretary  Keeps Minutes and Maintains NVC Archives   

Past President Phillip Simpson  eightb1045@aol.com 703-360-9575 

Colvin Mill Coordinator Joyce Spieler Coordinates  Carving Instruction Program at Colvin Mill Park Moonbeam4mj-carver@yahoo.com 703-915-3239 

Show Coordinator  Coordinates the Annual Show & Competition   

Membership Chairman  
and 
Newsletter Editor 

Bob Simoniz Maintains membership database and collects dues 
Edits and publishes NVC Newsletter 

rsim2193@verizon.net 703-768-1087 

Program  Chairman  Develops New Programs  for the Club   

NVC Web Site Joyce Spieler www.northernvirginiacarvers.org Moonbeam4mj-carver@yahoo.com 703-915-3239 

Member-at-Large 
 
Member-at-Large 
 
Member-at-Large 

B J France 
 
Jerry Donahoe 
 
Michael Wine 

 
 

bjinarl@aol.com 
 
jrdsriding@aol.com 
 
mdwine55@gmail.com 

703-538-4143 
 

703-327-4022 
 

703-368-2282 
 

Address Correction Requested 

NORTHERN  VIRGINIA  CARVERS 

6819 Rock Creek Court 

Alexandria, VA 22306 

 

 

Woodcraft Supply — Ravensworth Shopping Center, 5248 Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA 22151.  703-912-6727.   
From I-495 take Braddock Rd Exit 54A west.  Ravensworth Shopping Center is at the intersection of Braddock Road 


