Judging Guidelines
NVC Show October 11, 2025


1. Judging will take place from 9am-10am. The area will be closed to both the pubic and carvers during this time.
2. Entries will be brought in from 7:30am-8:30am . Judges should not show up until after 8:30 am. 
3. A judge may not judge a category in which they have entered a carving.
4. At least two judges must judge each category.
5. Both judges should review the pieces in same category at the same time
6. After review of a category the judges will choose 1st, 2nd, 3rd placements. If there are different experience levels a 1st, 2nd, 3rd place should be given for each experience level. 
7. Honorable Mention: If the judges feel that a piece deserves Honorable Mention then a ribbon maybe given in that category and experience level.
8. 1st Place must be of the caliber of a 1st place prize. A lower ribbon may be awarded if the judges agree that is appropriate.
9. The judges will note who judged each category and their final decisions on a Judges Results Sheet.
10. At the end of judging, the judges will choose BEST OF SHOW from all the pieces in the show.
11. Finally, the judges will help distribute the ribbons AND turn over each piece’s identification tag so that the carver’s name shows AND write the placement (1st, 2nd, 3rd) on each tag.
 

Judging Criteria

Originality and Design – Unusual and exceptional interpretations of the subject matter.  Where applicable consider proportions, anatomy, balance and perspective, use of light and shadows, use of colors and true-to-life. 
	
Skilled Execution -, good carving techniques, and properly fitted add-ons, such as objects hands or extensions. Difficulty of the carving. Was the piece carved from multiple pieces and then put together.

Surface finish – Carefully executed sanding where applicable: removal of blemishes such as fuzz or unsharp edges. Is there an enhancing well-chosen finish, glaze or paint. Does the finish compliment the grain of the wood. Consider choice of color and application in relationship to overall work.

Final Representation – Take into consideration the complexity and decorative value.  Consider the artistry and reactivity of the presentation as to how the artist displayed the carving.
